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A new typeface family

Pulse Sans
Pulse Serif
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 lsePu
the strong impact of the plain, unornamented shapes which make 
the sans serif suitable for typographic designers to give to 
a printed matter a modern, contemporary look, especially when 
set in large sizes. In smaller sizes, the typeface can be used 
for longer texts.

 ‘Pulse Sans’ is a contemporary interpretation of the concept of 
geometric sans serif typefaces. It introduces more fluidity 
to these letterforms by paying attention to the qualities of the 
curves without compromising the inherent qualities of a sans 
serif of that category: 

The typeface family ‘Pulse’ provides two variants,
          a sans serif and a roman, which are related     
        but can also be used independently.

Sans

2 3

to each other,



 lsePuSerif and Italic

The junction between stems and serifs echoes the movement in the 
round parts of the letters. ‘Pulse Serif’ is rather sturdy and dark in 
colour. Its accompanying italic is an independent design which is in 
some regards related in its shapes and proportions to the roman.

 ‘Pulse Serif’ is the result of an effort to make the classical forms of the 
roman useable for contemporary typographic designers. The calligraphic 
influence on the shape of the letters was kept to a minimum. In the 
same way as ‘Pulse Sans’, ‘Pulse Serif’ aims for balance between rigidity 
and fluidity. 

The proportions and curves of ‘Pulse Serif’ 
are similar to those of ‘Pulse Sans’. The italic 
is an independent design.
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Compared to other typefaces, both typefaces have a large x-height 
and large counters, which makes them legible also in small sizes.

Sans serif and roman typefaces follow different rules as far as 
stroke thickness, contrast and the stress of the stroke are concerned. 
Nevertheless, both ‘Pulse Sans’ and ‘Pulse Serif’ share common 
characteristics, especially in its proportions and curves. 
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Annual report 2006

Nomen Nescio
Company

Nomen Nescio
Company

Desmond Dummy
Job Title

10 Whatever Street
City N1 9RL
Country

F    020 3476 4913
T    020 3476 4913

A typeface for corporate design programmes should work both in 
display sizes as in longer texts, as it might be used in annual reports as 
well as on façades, for letterheads and business cards as well as in 
signage systems. A typeface which offers both a roman and a sans serif 
version might turn out to be an asset.

This corporate design for 
an entirely fictional company 
shows the ‘Pulse’ typeface 
family in use. The typeface helps 
to establish a coherent visual 
appearance throughout 
different media and sizes.

Nomen Nescio
Company

Nomen Nescio
Company

In order to make the sender of these messages discernable 
and identifiable, the use of the logotype, colours, layout grids, etc. 
is standardised. Identity is based on repetition and recognition. 
One of the most subtle but efficient ways to establish a coherent 
visual appearance is to choose a fitting typeface which reflects 
the personality of the sender. 

The above described qualities of ‘Pulse’ suggest several areas of use for 
this typeface. One area is its use in corporate design programmes. 
Corporate design programmes try to establish a homogenous visual 
appearance for companies, cultural institutions and public services. 
For clients, both in the public and private sector, the necessity to com-
municate their aims and services is of utmost importance. 
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Gerard Unger (b. 1942) is a graphic designer, type designer, typographer and 
typographic consultant. He studied at Gerrit Rietveld Academie 

           in Amsterdam, and became a freelance designer in 1972. He now 
teaches at the Academie, and at the Department of Typography and 
Graphic Communication at the University of Reading, England. 

           His numerous typeface designs include the highly regarded 
newspaper types Swift and Gulliver, and Capitoleum, designed for 

           the city of Rome during the Catholic jubilee of 2000.
            He has received many awards for his work, including 
           the 1991 Maurits Enschedé prize for his overall contribution to type 

design.

08:45
         James Mosley
The Nymph and the Grot: 
the revival of the sanserif letter 

James Mosley is Visiting Professor in the Department of Typography and 
Graphic Communication, where he has lectured on the history of 
letterforms and related subjects since 1964. In 1999, he retired 

           as Librarian of the St Bride Printing Library (London), a post he had 
held since 1958. During that time he was a founding member of 

           the Printing Historical Society and the first editor of its Journal. He 
           is currently a faculty member in the Rare Book School, University 

of Virginia, Charlottesville, and in the Ecole de l’Institut d’histoire 
du livre, Lyon. He is a Senior Research Fellow in the Institute of 
English Studies, University of London.

           

In 2004, the quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn 
jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a quick, 
gloved jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. 
                  A popular belief is that fornication would be a quick fix for 
some overzealously judicious governments. A quick movement of 
the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very bad quack might jinx 
zippy fowls.

09:30
         Gerard Unger
The type designs 
by W. A. Dwiggins  
A popular belief is that fornication would be a quick fix for some 
overzealously judicious governments. A quick movement of the enemy 
will jeopardize six gunboats. A very bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.

10:15 Break 

Petra Černe Oven is a graphic designer and writer. She is the ATypI’s country 
delegate for Slovenia and the founding member of the Brumen 
Foundation (Slovenia). She has received a Typographic Excellence 
Award from the Type Directors Club of New York and has amongst 
others published in Eye magazine, emzin, MM, art.si, and Delo.

             In 2004, she was awarded PhD for her thesis on the 
development of special characters in Slavonic languages at 

           the Department of Typography & Graphic Communication at the 
University of Reading (UK), where she currently works on a 
research project “The optimism of modernity” with Paul Stiff.

10:30
         Petra Černe Oven
The development of 
diacritic marks
This presentation focuses on the introduction of diacritical marks in 
Croatian and Slovene languages. A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy 
dog. A large fawn jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer 
shot a quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular belief 
is that fornication would be a quick fix for some overzealously judicious 
governments. A quick movement of the enemy will jeopardize six gun-
boats. A very bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.

Michael Twyman is Emeritus Professor of Typography & Graphic Commu-
nication. He joined the staff of the University in 1959 and over the 
following fifteen years established a BA Hons course in Typography 

           & Graphic Communication and then the Department (in both cases 
the first of their kind in the world). Though he retired from his 

           full-time post in 1998, he still teaches postgraduate students and is
           Director of the Centre for Ephemera Studies.
            He has lectured in various parts of the world and has 

published numerous articles and books. His books focus on aspects 
           of nineteenth-century printing, particularly lithography, jobbing 

printing, and ephemera. They include Printing 1770 to 1970, The 
British Library guide to printing, Lithography 1800–1850, Early 
lithographed books, Early lithographed music, Breaking the mould: the 
first hundred years of lithography, and the editing and completion 

           of Maurice Rickards’s Encyclopedia of ephemera. A recurring theme 
of his articles is the relationship between theory, history, and 
practice in typography and printing.

11:15
         Michael Twyman
ISOTYPE symbols 
and their varied applications
A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn jumped quickly 
over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved jab to the jaw 
of his dizzy opponent. 
           A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn 
jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved 
jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that fornication 
would be a quick fix for some overzealously judicious governments. 
A quick movement of the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very 
bad quack might jinx zippy fowls. A popular belief is that fornication 
would be a quick fix for some overzealously judicious governments. 
A quick movement of the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very 
bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.

Friday 1 October

Hamburgefontsiv Symposium 2004 

University of Reading, United Kingdom

Another potential use for the ‘Pulse’ typeface family is for print 
design, especially when a complex typographic challenge requires 
the use of both a roman and a sans serif.
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The programm leaflet for 
an entirely fictional symposium 
was set in ‘Pulse’.
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          Czech
Ze stfiedovûkých nevolníků vzešli 
svobodní obyvatelé prvních mûst.
        Ze stfiedovûkých nevolníků vzešli 
        svobodní obyvatelé prvních mûst.
        Ze stfiedovûkých nevolníků vzešli 
        svobodní obyvatelé prvních mûst.
          8 pt on 9.6 pt 

          Hungarian
Ebből a tényből két dolog következik.
        Ebből a tényből két dolog következik.  
        Ebből a tényből két dolog következik.
          8 pt on 9.6 pt 

          Swedish
Två ting framgår av detta faktum. 
        Två ting framgår av detta faktum. 
        Två ting framgår av detta faktum. 
          8 pt on 9.6 pt 

          Turkish
Bu gerçeklikten iki şey çıkıyor.
        Bu gerçeklikten iki şey çıkıyor.
        Bu gerçeklikten iki şey çıkıyor.
          8 pt on 9.6 pt 

          Danish
Af middelalderens livegne opstod 
småborgerne i de første byer.
        Af middelalderens livegne opstod 
        småborgerne i de første byer.
        Af middelalderens livegne opstod 
        småborgerne i de første byer.
          8 pt on 9.6 pt 

        Finnish
Tästä tosiasiasta seuraa kaksi 
johtopäätöstä. 
        Tästä tosiasiasta seuraa kaksi 
        johtopäätöstä. 
        Tästä tosiasiasta seuraa kaksi 
        johtopäätöstä. 
          8 pt on 9.6 pt 
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A quick brown fox jumps over the 
lazy dog. A large fawn jumped quickly 
over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer 
shot a quick, gloved jab to the jaw of 
his dizzy opponent. A popular belief 
is that fornication would be a quick 
fix for some overzealously judicious 
governments. A quick movement 
of the enemy will jeopardize six 
gunboats. A very bad quack might 
jinx zippy fowls.
       10 pt on 12 pt
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A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. 
A large fawn jumped quickly over white zinc 
boxes. A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved jab 
to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular 
belief is that fornication would be a quick fix 
for some overzealously judicious govern-
ments. A quick movement of the enemy will 
jeopardize six gunboats. A very bad quack 
might jinx zippy fowls.
        8 pt on 9.6 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A 
large fawn jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. 
A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved jab to the jaw 
of his dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that forni-
cation would be a quick fix for some overzealously 
judicious governments. A quick movement of 
the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very 
bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.
         7 pt on 8.4 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn 
jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a 
quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular 
belief is that fornication would be a quick fix for some 
overzealously judicious governments. A quick movement of 
the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very bad quack 
might jinx zippy fowls.
           6 pt on 7.2 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy 
dog. A large fawn jumped quickly 
over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot 
a quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his 
dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that 
fornication would be a quick fix for 
some overzealously judicious govern-
ments. A quick movement of the enemy 
will jeopardize six gunboats. A very 
bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.
       10 pt on 12 pt
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A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. 
A large fawn jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. 
A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved jab to the 
jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that 
fornication would be a quick fix for some over-
zealously judicious governments. A quick move-
ment of the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. 
A very bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.
        8 pt on 9.6 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn 
jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer 
shot a quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. 
A popular belief is that fornication would be a quick 
fix for some overzealously judicious governments. A quick 
movement of the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. 
A very bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.
         7 pt on 8.4 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn jumped 
quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved 
jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that 
fornication would be a quick fix for some overzealously judicious 
governments. A quick movement of the enemy will jeopardize 
six gunboats. A very bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.
           6 pt on 7.2 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy 
dog. A large fawn jumped quickly over 
white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot 
a quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his dizzy 
opponent. A popular belief is that forni-
cation would be a quick fix for some 
overzealously judicious governments. 
A quick movement of the enemy will jeo-
pardize six gunboats. A very bad quack 
might jinx zippy fowls.
       10 pt on 12 pt
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A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large 
fawn jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad 
boxer shot a quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his 
dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that fornication 
would be a quick fix for some overzealously judicious 
governments. A quick movement of the enemy will 
jeopardize six gunboats. A very bad quack might jinx 
zippy fowls.
        8 pt on 9.6 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn 
jumped quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a 
quick, gloved jab to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular 
belief is that fornication would be a quick fix for some 
overzealously judicious governments. A quick movement 
of the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very bad 
quack might jinx zippy fowls.
         7 pt on 8.4 pt

A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. A large fawn jumped 
quickly over white zinc boxes. A mad boxer shot a quick, gloved jab 
to the jaw of his dizzy opponent. A popular belief is that fornication 
would be a quick fix for some overzealously judicious governments. 
A quick movement of the enemy will jeopardize six gunboats. A very 
bad quack might jinx zippy fowls.
           6 pt on 7.2 pt
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